"Welcome the the first four page edition of BRACEBITS. 
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BDITORIAL 
by Hal Nasoa 


You 
should notice several changes. First of all check out the 
new masthead. his was created with PRINT SHOP. This 
particular rasthead was created especially for the Holiday 
season, 30 SEASONS GREETINGS!! Ve have some other sore 
compater oriented designs slated for future issues. I vant 
to thank Pat Danridge for allowing us the use of her program. 
Second of all, check out the print. For the first time we 
have used a non-Atari printer to print the newsletter, we had 
been using Phil's Atari 1025. We are now using ay nev 
printer, a Panasonic KX-P1080i. We switched printers for 
several reasons. The Panasonic is mach faster than the 1025 
and has near letter quality print as an option. Hence, this 
is the first edition of the newsletter to feature near letter 
quality print. Hopefully, it will be much easier to read. 
Also the Panasonic printer does have graphics capabilities, 
$0 we are able to play around with graphics to give the 
newsletter a fresher look. Ob, yes the print looks better 
because of the Panasonic's true descenders. ook for a 
review of the Panasonic printer in next month's BRACEBITS. 


It's too bad that BRACEBITS is no longer all Atari. I did 
consider purchasing one of Atari's new printers, but the 
printer is outdated. While it does have graphics 
capabilities and is faster than the 1025, it does not have 
near letter quality. Also it {s not compatible with PRINT 
SHOP, which is the best selling productivity program of all 
tine (that is to say it sells better than all other programs 
--except ganes-- for aost personal computers). Advantages of 
the new Atari printers include price, graphics, direct 
connect to all 8-bit Atari computers, plus one model connects 
dizectly to all ST's using only a standard IBM printer cable 
and nakes use some of the Sf's superior graphics. 


I would loved to have bought an Atari printer. But, I didn't 
pay that auch more and got a auch better deal. I don't 
understand why Atari is so far behind the market vhen It 
cones to printers. It 1s to thelr advantage to have Atari 
owners but Atari peripherals. When it comes to nodens, the 
IN301 is an excellent 300 baud modem at an incredibly low 
price. The 130XE is an excellent 8-bit computer priced 
cheaper than any other 8-bit computer with 128 K. The 1050 
is an excellent disc drive at a decent price. The S20ST and 
1040ST systems are state of the art 16-bit computers, except 
for their printer. All of the above are competitive and ap 
to date in technology. So why are two new printers just now 
hitting the sarket, with features far behind the tizes? 


Since this month's newsletter is so short, it does not have a 
theme. However, next month's newsletter will be devoted to 
printers (the subject of next month's demonstration) and 
interfaces. We need volanteers to write reviews of several 
printers, Atari and non-Atari. We also need people to write | 
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a review o£ the following Interfaces for printers: Atari 850, 
PR CONRECTION, MICROPRINT,and the SUPRA 1159. 


the article doesn't have to be long or a great piece of 
literatore. I am sure that the entire merbership vould enjoy 
whatever you write about your printer or interface. Bven though 
the demonstration is on printers, it would be of great value to 
have your thoughts about your printer in the newsletter for 
reference after the demonstration. This way, we don't have to 
trust our memories and can more easily compare the respective 
printers if and when we decide to parchase a new printer. 


DISCLAINER 


BRACBBITS is published nonthly by B.R.A.C.B. (Bloegrass Region 
Atari Computer Enthusiasts). All contents, unless otherwise 
noted, are public domain and available for duplication. This 
newsletter is created by and for dues paying members of 
B.R.A.C.B. It is also available on an exchange basis with any 
other Atari users group. Neither B.R.A.C.E. nor BRACE BITS is 
affiliated with the Atari Corp.. The articles in this newsletter 
are the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
that of the officers or the group. 


Any dues paying member of 8.R.A.C.B. may submit an article to 
the editor for publication. ‘The deadline for submissions is the 
first Tuesday of the month the newsletter is due out. Articles 
may be edited and/or published at the descretion of the editor. 
Articles may be mailed to Hal Nason, 258 &. High St. #9, 
Lexington, KY 40508 or submitted via sodem to ae at 
606-255-5989. You will need to call me first in order to 
arrange a time for me to have ay good ol' Atari set up for auto 
answer, AtariWriter is the preferable format, but any ASCII! 
format will be acceptable. 


B.R.A.C.B. geets the third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PH. 
The site of the meeting each month will be published in 
BRACEBITS and posted on The Missing Link BBS. he public is 
welcome to attend our acetings, but access to the library and 
the newsletter are limited to dues paying neabers of B.R.A.C.8. 
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the Presidential suite 
by Dan Claudy 


Here's a couple of quick reminders, First, the Deceaber 
reeting is at Rick's place on Waller Ave. If you need 
directions, check the Missing Link or call me at 223-9528. 
Second, the following members need to bring their printer 
exaaples to this meeting or send them right avay to the 
club's 2.0. Box so that we can reproduce thea for the January 
reeting: Hs. Danridge and Messrs Barker, Casey, Clandy, 
Dotson, Fields, Hale, Stinnett, Stzingfield, ‘Taylor and 
Wojcik. 


We still have a Secretary appointaent to make aod would 
appreciate any suggestions for people to fill such a post. 
One vay to pake our club better is to increase senbership. 
this brings new ideas/interests into a club and helps it grow 
in its service capacity. We have yet to see soneone 
volunteer for the Propaganda...no, no...the Publicity 
Committee. The duties are light: Prepare, or solicit fron 
the menbership, posters to announce the next meeting or 
activity; Distribute these posters about town and the 
surrounding areas; And find and use other methods of free 
advertising to proaote the club. 


Since the get together this month will not be a meeting (bot 
ve will give away a door prize and we do have S? door 
prizes), I want to pat out a call for volunteers to 
demonstrate BASIC languages such as BASIC XL or XB, Atari 
BASIC, Advan BASIC (a compiled BASIC) or any other BASIC yoo 
nay use. It would be somewhat similar to the printer progran 
in January in that you will be given direction in vhat to 
prepare which you can then do in advance. You would also 
give a short talk on the features you Ilke best with this 
BASIC (could be 5 minutes more or less your option) and field 
any questions other members might have. If you can't make 
the meeting but want to participate, give ne a call. 


Remeaber, Christmas is not just the season we give and 
receive naterial gifts, we can enrich each other's lives by 
giving of ourselves. And that doesn't apply to Christians 
only. For those of you who are not going to be with us on 
the 16th, I vish you a safe and joyful holiday! 


Dan 


MINUTES 
by Norma Willians 


the last meeting vas our swap meet aeeting. ‘The swap meet 
was held at the Castlewood Park Barn. It was a rousing 
success. Several of our members exchanged programs and made 
a little money, which probably came in handy for the Holiday 
Season. 


the winner was Barry Warfield. 
Barry chose a 1050 disc drive for his prize. We also gave 
avay two door prizes. Joe White von GORF. ‘The other door 
prize, Spy VS. Spy I & I, was donated by REALITY WORLD and 
was won by Danny Horton. 


We also held our raffle. 


130X8 KBYBOARD FIXES 
by Sditors 


Well, Atari has finally admitted that there is a problem with 
the keyboard on the 130X8. A recent technical bulletin iaclades 
a fix for the XB's keyboard. Their fix is the placement of a 
resistor and the use of a piece of tape as a shim inside the 


‘Keyboard. 


However if you want to do it right, take the advice of CHAOS at 
the Mid-Michigan Atari Magazine. They advise to find the break 
in that nylar sheet that is located inside the keyboard (yes, 
that piece that looks like a sheet of plastic with lines going 
through it inside the box that contains the keyboard). Clean 
the area carefully and make a bridge of conductive paint to make 
the repair. This is very similar to the "Scotch tape” fix that 
Bob Williaas uses. Be extremely careful when removing the sheet 
fron the keyboard since doing so can damage it. DO HOT, RRPRAT 
D0 NOT use a soldering iron since when heat and plastic neet, 
the plastic usually loses. 


Also, to keep the problem from happening in the future, 3 1000 
oha resistors can be attached to the back of the circuit board. 
One each attached to froa the ground connection (pin 3 of the 
keyboard connection}(that's the place on the mother board vhere 
the keyboard connection strip attaches] to pins 21, 22, and 23 
of the same connector. 

Now if that's a little over your head, you can order another one 
fron Atari for the price of $25.00. If you need a temporary 
keyboard until you get your new one, the BRACE library has one 
that can be installed sinply. 


[Sore of the above article was compiled from Information 
published in FAMILY COMPUTING January 1987 issue number 1 volume 
5} 


ROTICR 
The BRACE Christaas party date posted on the HISSING LINK is in 


error through no fault of the SYS0PS. fhe correct date is 
Tuesday, Deceaber 16th. See Ya there. 


AH ATARI CHRISTMAS 
By Phillip Taylor 


It's that time of the year again. Time to break out the old 
credit cards, checkbook and piggy bank and go out and bay 
presents for all those people on your Christeas list. Vell, 
this article is not aimed at the Atari user in the household, 
but to those people who have them on their Christaas list and 
~* don't know vhat to get thea. So all you Brace members should 
leave this article In full view of the other members In your 
household, or maybe non-chalantly aake a few copies aad leave 
then in "inconspicuous places" such as on the bathroon 
nirrox, and on the steering wheel of the car, with check 
parks next to the items that you vant. 


Ok, I know that many people who have a loved one that has 
been "bitten" by the Atar! bug have no understanding as to 
what the heck those people see in sitting in front of a t.v. 
(ahem... monitor) pounding avay on a typewriter, 
(uam...keyboard), marauring either curses or praises to 
theaselves then jomping for joy when they get the screen on 
the t.v. (monitor) to change colors. You could get it to do 
that by changing the color control on the t.v. {[MONTIOR!!!]. 
So you watch then, your heart goes out to them when you see 
thea so frustrated because the "%$$#&'@ thing won't save ny 
data vhen I access the "#$@e)(7\! disk drive". Wow it's 
Christmas tine. You feel unsure as to what to get then 
because you really don't know if you want to contribute to 
the delinquency of an Atari-holic and further you don't know 
a floppy disk from an 1/0 cable. Fear not, for the Atari 
angel has the answers for that Christmas time confusion. 


In the $5.00 and under catagory I would recommend going to 
Reality World computers and getting a “Programmers Ald for 
Atari Computers®. It is only $3.98 at Reality World and {s 
very useful. It is a plastic card that is 8"xl1" and is 
filled on both sides with useful information such as peeks, 
pokes, error codes, color values, basic key words, ausical 
note values and much more. I keep mine next to me when I 
program so I don't have to look at a reference manual when I 
get an error. (Hote: you don't have to understand what I just 
said to buy the item, just understand that is a good idea.) 


Another item in the under $5.00 range is an ANTIC or ANALOG 
nagazine. These are available at any major bookstore and are 
quite useful to any Atarian. They go for aroond $3.50 


In the $5.00 to $15.00 range, an exellent gift would be the 
new Kraft Joystick. This slick little stick can make you a 
champ at any maze game with it's 4 to 8 way switch and it 
doesn't look like it came off of some alien space craft. It 
is available at Children's Place for around $10.00. One vord 


of warning however, nake sure that the one you get says for - 


the Atari. The ones for the IBM and Apple won't work with 
the Atari. 


“A fine gift for the Atarian on your list would be a box of 


disks, these are things that all Atarians need more of. You 
Cao never have enoogh disks. The Cype you vill need are the $ 
1/4 inch double sided double density soft sectored disks. Just 
go into the Service Merchandise electronic section, take a 
number, wait for a while and ask for them. The price you pay 
will depend on which brand you buy. I tend to shy avay fros 
Bonus now, but I have used them and they do work. For the extra 
2 or 3 bucks you may vant to go with another brand name such as 
SONY. these can run around $10.00 to $13.00 depending on what 
sale is running. 


A useful item in this range is a Disk Filer, these itens can 
hold around 50 disks and have a shield on thea to protect those 
floppy little treasures from dust, dirt, cat hair, etc. They caa 
be found at any discount store from around $8.00 and up. 


Something else in this price range is an AWTIC Disk/Magazine. 
Por $12.95, you won't have to listen to your Atarian gripe about 
something called "special characters" when he or she types In a 
progran. 


In the $15.00 to $30.00 range a fine gift would be a 
subscription to either ANTIC or ANALOG magazine. Right now you 
can order Antic for $28.00 for a years subscription or ordez 2 
subscriptions (get rid of 2 of those pesky Atarians) and get the 
second subscription for $19.95. Analog may have a siailar deal. 


A very useful gift to give someone is a book called MAPPIHG THE 
ATARI by Ian Chadvick. This is the acdern day bible of Atari 
and more or less replaced the old DB RB ATARI. It contains one 
of the nost complete memory maps of the Atari to date and is 


~ fairly clear (at least to an Atarian}. It Is $16.95 at most all 


rajor book stores. 


You will notice that I did not mention any programs for the 
Atari. This vas done intentionally since I aa a Eira beltever 
that unless you really are into Atari computing yourself and 
know the person real well, buying some program for that person 
vould be a mistake. 


The best present you could give your Atari addict is to becone 
one yourself. Give the computer a try and be patient. The dug 
might bite and if it does, a whole new aspect of your 
relationship with that person will open up. Try it! 
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